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DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY (UG)

FIELD TRIP TO VISIT BIODIVERSITY PARK AT
VISAKHAPATNAM, ON 18-07-2025

The lush green biodiversity park in Vishakhapatnam is a retired professor's
testimony to the philosophy of ‘practices what you preach’. Dr Mantha Ram Murthy, a
marine biologist and former zoology professor at BVK College, built the breathtaking park,
spread across three acres in the premises of RCD Hospital, to bring the chapters on
various plant species that we read in school textbooks to life.

The park is full of a unique and diverse ecosystem such as sacred groves, a desert
zone, ponds, greenhouse, and cacti house. Additionally, it also boasts of 60 species of
birds such as the Golden-backed Woodpecker, Spotted Owlet, Parakeets, Brahminy
Starling, Greater Coucal, Red-whiskered Bulbul, Purple Sunbird and Barn Owl

The park is divided into ten zones — sacred groves, living fossil plants of Jurassic times
(Gymnosperms), cacti and succulents, ornamental plants, aquatic plants, medicinal or
herbal

and aromatic plants, insectivorous plants, orchids, ferns, bamboo, and palm groves.

The park is a nature lover’s paradise, and some rare and endangered species found
here include Maidenhair trees (Ginkgo biloba) Krishna's Buttercup, Jesus Smile,
Autograph Tree, Upside-down Tree, Mickey Mouse Tree, Laughing Buddha Bamboo, and
Octopus Tree.

The Ginkgo biloba is a living fossil, dating back to the age of dinosaurs. It has survived an
atomic bomb explosion during the World War and is considered a sacred tree in Buddhist
monasteries in China and Japan. . All the twenty-one plants whose leaves are used to
worship Lord Ganesha. The leaves of one tree are shaped like Mickey Mouse.

The park also has 500 species of medicinal and herbal plants such as Pterocarpus
santalinus, Santalum album and Gloriosa superba. There are 100 and 300 varieties of
cacti and succulents respectively. The park has mangrove plants like the Avicennia
marina with respiratory roots or pneumatophores, and five species of bamboo groves

including the Laughing Buddha, Bambusa ventricosa, Golden bamboo and Green bamboo.
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LIST OF STUDENTS PARTICIPATING FIELD TRIP TO

BIODIVERSITY PARK — BOTANICAL GARDEN AT VISAKHAPATNAM

ON 18-07-2025
S.No Name of the Student Regd. No. Class
1 | Bokka Srilakshmi 2336001  lll B.Sc. honours Botany
2 | Ganguluri Sahithi 2336002  1ll B.Sc. honours Botany
3 | Geddada Parvathi Priya 2336004  1ll B.Sc. honours Botany
4 | Golla Anil Kumar 2336005  1ll B.Sc. honours Botany
5 | Golla Anil Kumar 2336006  Ill B.Sc. honours Botany
6 | Golla Swathi 2336007 Il B.Sc. honours Botany
7/ | Injeti Pujavijayasri 2336008  Ill B.Sc. honours Botany
8  Karri Sankeertana 2336009 Il B.Sc. honours Botany
9 | Kottala Jessika 2336010 1l B.Sc. honours Botany
10 | Kudupudi Vamsi Suryanarayana 2336011  1ll B.Sc. honours Botany
11 | Mandapati Swarna Latha 2336012  1ll B.Sc. honours Botany
12 | Meka Praveen 2336013  lll B.Sc. honours Botany
13 | Muppidi Livingston 2336014  lll B.Sc. honours Botany
14 | Polumuri Kavya 2336016  Ill B.Sc. honours Botany
15 | Rapaka Pushpalatha 2336017  1ll B.Sc. honours Botany
16 | Talari Marthamma 2336019  1ll B.Sc. honours Botany
17 | Vennapu Sai 2336021  1ll B.Sc. honours Botany




18 | Ketha Sravani 2436003 1l B.Sc. honours Botany

19 | Kolli Harshitha 2436004 1l B.Sc. honours Botany
20 | Kota Vidhya Sekhar 2436005 | Il B.Sc. honours Botany
21 | Mudakala Beaulea 2436006 Il B.Sc. honours Botany
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BIOLOGICAL FIELD TRIP TO MAREDUMILLI ON 06-01-2025
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